
Dear Friends,
 
Sixteen year old Sky and her little brother, Harley, came to Arms of Hope three years ago from a life of poverty, 
neglect and extreme abuse.  

Sky was two years old when her mother found her stepfather.  
At first, Sky called him daddy and played with him the way chil-
dren are supposed to play with their dads, but that later changed 
when he started drinking, hitting her mother and hurting Sky in 
ways no little girl should ever experience.

“He would say things to me about it being our little secret and 
that if I ever told anyone, my family and I would die,” recalls 
Sky.

When Sky was eleven, a school teacher noticed that something wasn’t right and Sky finally felt safe enough to tell 
her story.  CPS got involved, which led to a several month stay in a foster home.  Then, after a failed adoption that 
only lasted three years, Sky and Harley arrived at Arms of Hope. 

When children go through the things that Sky and Harley have been through, I think you know how stories like these 
end far too often — with kids who feel unloved, drop out of school, run away, end up on the street, fall victims to 
criminals who prey on them… or who become parents while they are still children themselves.  Arms of Hope is here 
to break such destructive cycles.

This story has a happy ending because Sky and Harley found Arms of Hope and Sky has been able to find comfort in 
the fact that her abuser was arrested and sentenced to thirty-two years in prison.  He will be 86 when he is released.

After being at Arms of Hope for three years, Sky says,  “Everyone here has influenced me in a wonderful way.  Arms 
of Hope is where I found God and this is my home.  I will always have love for this great place that took me when no 
one loved me anymore.”

She also recounts, “Before coming to Arms of Hope, we usually didn’t celebrate Christmas on Christmas Day.  
Sometimes we celebrated a couple of weeks later, or maybe a month or two later, when we received a basic need 
present like socks.”

Sky remembers her first Christmas on the Medina Campus when Freebirds, one of Arms of Hope’s amazing corpo-
rate sponsors, came out to campus to cook burritos and bring presents.  On her Christmas list this year are books. 
“Oh I love books,” Sky exclaims.  Her favorite part of Christmas is how her house parents make her cottage feel like 
a real home and the way her house dad dresses up like Santa and hands out presents on Christmas morning.

“Arms of Hope is where I found God and this is my home.  I will always have love for this great place that took me 
when no one loved me anymore.” - Sky

 ArmsofHope.org



ArmsofHope.org
21300 State Highway 16 North  u  Medina, Texas 78055  u  (830) 522-2200

Sky received the ultimate gift this past summer when she 
was baptized at camp.

Harley loves setting up the Christmas tree with the other 
boys in his cottage and he remembers a present from a past 
Christmas at Arms of Hope, “I got a video game and it was 
an awesome present!”  When asked what is his favorite part 
about celebrating Christmas at Arms of Hope, Harley says, 
“It’s Jesus’ birthday!”  

Today, as we celebrate the Christmas season, I’m happy to tell 
you that Sky and Harley are out of danger. Thanks to caring 
friends like you, they are in a place that is safe and loving, 
where they can heal their hurt, grow in faith and turn their 
lives around. 

You helped give these two kids a second chance. They are 
deeply grateful to you and so am I. 

But you and I have much more to do to prepare them for their future, and many more children and families who need 
our help. 

So I ask you today, as you count your blessings, to please make a tax-deductible Christmas donation to Arms of 
Hope.

I hope your Christmas is a joyful one and as you prepare to celebrate, you will agree that it is the experience of giv-
ing and receiving that truly expresses the real meaning of this blessed season. 

You have given so much, and I thank you sincerely, but we have so many more children and families to serve, and 
we can only do that with the caring financial support you give. Please make a Christmas donation to Arms of Hope 
today. Thank you — and God bless you. 

Merry Christmas,

Troy Robertson
Chief Executive Officer

P.S. Merry Christmas to you and those you love. Is there someone on your Christmas card list who loves children 
as you do? If so, please dedicate your donation in their honor, and we will send a beautiful Christmas card to them to 
let them know about the kind, caring and selfless act you have performed in their name. Thank you for being such a 
blessing to the children and families we serve! 


